Discussion
The distribution of Iranian Miridae by province is summarized in Table 1 . Different statistics (specific richness by province, number of provinces by species, and number of endemic species) are provided. Among the 498 species recorded from Iran (Table 1) , 106 (about 21 %) are presently only known from the country and were considered as endemic even if we cannot exclude that some will be found in neighboring areas in the future. With 183 recorded species, Khorasan province has the highest provincial specific richness, followed by Guilan (152 species) and Fars (121 species) provinces. Deraeocoris punctulatus, Campylomma diversicorne, Adelphocoris lineolatus, and Lygus pratensis are apparently the four species the most widely distributed in Iran, being present in 23, 22, and 20 provinces, respectively. Several species listed as "generally distributed" by Moddares-Awal (1997c) seem less common. Eleven species were erroneously cited in Iran. The reference of Isometopus kaznakovi and I. mirificus was a misinterpretation of the literature, the reference of Alleomimus unifasciatus, Atomophora pantherina, Hadrodemus m-flavum, Hadrodemus nouhalieri, Hypsitylus prasinus, Megacoelum beckeri, Polymerus brevirostris, Singhalesia indica, and Stethoconus japonicus were the result of misidentifications. Occurrence of 17 taxa in Iran remains unclear and should be verified in the future. These taxa are: Calocoris affinis, Camptotylidea alhagii, C. bipunctata, C. vitticollis, Campylomma liebknechti, Deraeocoris signatus, Grypocoris ajderensis, Horistus infuscatus, Isometopiellus palliceps, Leptopterna ferrugata, Lygus punctatus, Oncotylus viridiflavus viridiflavus, Phytocoris chicotei, P. thragacanthae, Pinalitus rubricatus, Stirophylus aristidae, and Trigonotylus ruficornis.
This catalog documents that the Iranian Miridae comprise a substantial fauna. However considering the species richness of plant bugs on a World-scale with more than 10,000 described species (Schuh 1995) and the diversity of geographical regions and climates in Iran, we expect that a large number of species remain to be discovered. Additional studies of Iranian fauna have the potential to increase this number.
